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CHANGING THE DTT STANDARD – FACT SHEET

South Africa has already formally adopted the DVB-T standard
South Africa, along with the whole of Africa has already chosen the DVB-T standard. Both ISDBT and DVB-T have been repeatedly evaluated and DVB-T has been found to be most suitable. As many African countries have already commenced broadcasting on DVB-T networks, if South Africa changes, it means that there will not be a single standard throughout the continent. 

ISDBT has no technical advantage over DVB-T
Tests show that  ISDB-T’s technical performance is broadly similar to DVB-T. If South Africa wishes to adopt the best available technical standard, then there is no dispute that DVB-T2 is the standard to be chosen, not ISDB-T.

There are significant risks with ISDBT which do not arise with DVB-T
ISDB-T has never been deployed or developed for an 8Mhz configuration. Therefore there are neither 8Mhz transmitters nor receivers for ISDBT available anywhere in the world. In addition, no ISDB-T skills exist in South Africa. In contrast, 8Mhz DVB-T transmitters and receivers are widely available at very reasonable cost and there are substantial DVB-T skills in South Africa.
Investment in DVB-T will be wasted
Hundreds of millions of Rands have already been spent by broadcasters, signal distributors and manufacturers in South Africa on DVB-T equipment. The bulk of this investment would be wasted if the standard changed now.

Consumers will pay more for ISDB-T STBs
ISDB-T does not offer economies of scale. As the DVB-T standard has been adopted by over 120 countries, any country using it is able to benefit from considerable economies of scale. This is not the case with ISDB-T where only eight countries have adopted it. This means that the price of ISDB-T decoders is still very high approximately double the cost of DVB-T ex-factory.  

Delays will be caused in launching DTT
Considerable time delays will be caused by changing the standard to ISDB-T. We estimate at least 3-5 years. 



