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Proposed Guidelines for Petitions

1. Introduction:

The South African Parliament has a responsibility to facilitate public participation as
stated in Section 56 and 69 of Chapter 4 of the South African Constitution (Act 108 of
1996)". The National Assembly and the National Council of Provinces (NCOP) guided
by rules and orders from each House have a role to play in facilitating public
participation. Public members are able to engage with Parliament through differant
mechanisms such as demonstrations, picketing and petitions. This gaper however
focuses on the petition form of participation as cited in the Constitution”.

The Constitution®, stipulates that the NA and the NCOP can “receive petitions,
representation or submissions from any interested person or institutions”.
Motwithstanding, this each house has a responsibility to develop its own rules and
orders in line with the Constitution in terms of recognising petitions from public
members. Even though, the NCOP has its own rules in dealing with petitions these
are vague and unclear. Since there are no guidelines, the Committee finds it
challenging to deal with petitions. Hence the purpose of this paper is to unpack and
propose guidelines for the Select Committee on Members Legislative Proposals to
deal with all kinds of petitions.

2. Definition of Petition

The Guide to Procedure of the National Assembly® cites that “any person, group of
persons or organisation has the right to petition Pariament, seeking redress or relief
of some kind”. A petition is basically a formal request to an authority for action. To
ensure accuracy and transparency, a petition has to reflect whom and where it is
addressed to as well as the request with a motivation including the name of the
petitioner (s). The following section provides more information on special and public
petitions and a description of how public and special petitions differ from one other.

The National Assembly, as stipulated in the Guide to Procedure (2004), classified
petitions in two ways, namely, special petition and public or general petition. A
special petition involves an individual request to the State for a specific or personal
relief, which is not authorised by law such as pension. A public petition involves a
group of citizens requesting a general relief with a similar interest, which may include
any other petitians'_ Hence, more information on classified petitions (special and
public petitions) is of crucial importance to Public members and Members of
Parliament.

' Constitution of the Republic of South Africa (Act 108, 1996)

? Constitution of the Republic of South Africa (Act 108, 1996), Section 7 of Chapter 2.

* Constitution of the Republic of South Africa (Act 108, 1996), Section 586 and 69 of Chapter 4.

‘National Assembly: Guide fo Procedure 2004, Parliament of South Africa: Cape Town.

* parliament of the Republic of South Africa (2007) Petitions, Participate in Parliament [Internet], Available from:
<http:/fwww.parliament gov.za> [2007/09/18].
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