







19 June 2007

To Whom It May Concern:


Mams Arts Festival Public Private Partnership Proposal

1.
Background
Mams Arts Festival

“Otlakwa bose!!!”

Mams Arts Festival is a cluster of provincial arts, culture and heritage festivities concept. This is a ‘four birds’ with one stone cost effective creative and performing festival that will alter careers and lives of the budding artists. The initiative offers networking opportunities and providing that much needed quality-learning environment for aspiring and emerging artist from all spheres. The event will further create a platform for sponsors to invest in the development of local talent and skills. Mams Arts Festival will be staged annually with 2008 being the launch.

Mpumalanga, North-West, Limpopo and Gauteng provinces are the targeted provinces. Lamathonsi Entertainment will partner with the Provincial Arts and Culture Council from each province to identify the right candidates. They then would be transported to attend the workshops and festivities - ideally at no cost. Managers, mentors and promoter of the artists will be required to travel with the artist from each province. This will allow for capacity building of the said managers, mentors and promoter on the same event. 

Lamathonsi Entertainment will reward high level of talent and development and depending on their trade the outstanding budding artists will be mentored on how to record a commercial record or compile a profile that could propel them into a professional and commercial career thus create employment. This mentoring will serve as a pilot for the successful artists and their respective managers, mentors and promoters. 

2.
Aims

Lamathonsi Entertainment aims to assist the youth through arts education and skills training through art, and entertainment. The key concept is to ‘remove the youth from the streets through recreational activities such as sports, dance, music, drama and other various art and cultural forms. This will keep them safe, healthy and they shall grow professionally. This initiative caters for youth and parental participation. 

In 2006 after witnessing the embarrassing lack of information dispensation, lack and skewed allocation of resources, disparities in local and national artists in the level of thought and behaviour and lack of skills transfer and development in the music industry around the country’s provinces, Lamathonsi Entertainment endeavours to tackle that challenge hence Mams Arts Festival was conceived. We intend to apply an integrated approach to music education, skills development and training in the performing and creative arts by facilitating information dispensation and skills transfer that goes further than music and drama but specializes also in social cohesion, humanities, development of resonant individuals, professional artists and musicians and communities to meet the aspirations of their emergence.

3.
The main vision of the Mams Arts Festival is to:

· Strengthen cross-provincial cultures through establishing links between provincial music initiatives and individuals

4.
Our purposes are to:

· Address and accelerate music and theatre education and training needs for the previously disadvantaged and marginalized artists

· Contribute to the social and economic upliftment of artists and bring future hope through arts, culture and heritage to the youth and women

· Stimulate and facilitate capacity building through arts, culture and heritage.

· Attend to the central challenge of youth and women development and empowerment

5.
Objectives 

Our objectives are to assist facilitate:

· Clarity of strength and weakness of future artists in their respective field

· Professionally run music careers as an employment creator

· Preservation and mainstreaming of indigenous sounds of South Africa 

· Study material that is readily available to music schools and other music institutions that is readily accessible to participants

5.1
Activities

We are currently offering aspirant artists from the targeted provinces one-on-one music career workshops on various topics and issues about the creative and performing arts industries at no cost at all. As the word spread we have since received numerous calls from aspiring artists wanting advice while others consult with us telephonically. These are the offspring of the music workshops we have been conducting since 2006.

6.
 The festival areas are:

6.1
Music education
The Mams Arts Festival music education programme will address the following:

· The teachings of music in some of the musical styles (jazz, indigenous, gospel, classic, etc.) at the community-based centers especially targeting disadvantaged youth and women

· Education and information, geared at the youth and women, on issues such as HIV/AIDS, abuse of women and children, substance abuse, etc, through music

· Music technology education on recording and  administration

· Education in the professional music industry contexts of South Africa addressing issues such as management and administration, journalism, legal and commercial aspects, copyright and composition, etc

6.2
Cross-cultural exchange

The festival will initiate provincial cross-cultural cooperation within South Africa and address

· Empowerment of the South African live music scene (acoustic recording, live band performance presentation, indigenous instruments presentation, etc.) with long-term perspective and sustainability of the identified projects.

· Initiatives and projects directly addressing specific needs within the context of the South African music industry with the focus on strengthening African music cultures. 

7.
Targeted provinces are:

Limpopo, Mpumalanga, North-West and Gauteng are the main target for the launch of this festival. The invite will also be open to artist (youth and women) from the Northern Cape. The aim is to reach the outskirts of our country’s artists where it has been noticed that fewer resources reach. No person requesting to participate will be discriminated upon while these identified and targeted provinces will receive preference.

8.
Community Benefits of the Mams Arts Festival:

· Community leaders (artists managers & promoters) will be roped in as stakeholders to monitor the progress of the participants and in turn allow for young artists to create employment for themselves and thus focus energy in the right direction while keeping off the streets (community involvement and job creation).
· Hundreds of young people in South Africa will now and for the future have the opportunity to learn to play and act upon African rhythms and grasp the cultural context (education and training).
· Learners would develop enhanced social and life skills through co-operative working, and co-operative celebration of music and language (arts, culture and heritage advancement).

· Learners would develop enhanced sensitivity to cultural diversity via materials and messages of the songs and the stories of their contexts that the facilitators will relate (indigenous culture preservation).

· Learners from local communities will have the opportunity to reconnect with the roots of their community music, and learners from all backgrounds to learn about the African-rooted influences that have helped shape modern popular music (heritage and cultural education and training).

· Music learners would learn about the techniques and approaches idiomatic to African livelihood and music, and how to incorporate these into their own singing, playing, acting and composition (arts, culture and heritage preservation and advancement).  

· Young players would have the opportunity to perform alongside professionals and work inside a perhaps previously unexplored artistic tradition (skills transfer and capacity building).
· Local and provincial event and artist management organisation will be identified and capacitated by Lamathonsi Entertainment to conduct the similar initiative in the future to local aspirant artists (local economic development).
9.
Future plans

Our future plan is to have a hands-on approach workshop that targets outstanding talent and facilitate focused career advancement and job creation. Some of the identified initiatives that we intend to expand on include but are not limited to:
9.1 .
 Tshwane International Arts Festival

· It is our deepest desire, intention and mid-term goal and dream as Lamathonsi Entertainment to expand the Mams Arts Festival into the Tshwane International Arts Festival in the near future.

9.2 
Arts In Prison

· The immediate plan is also to conduct the same workshops to juveniles in different prisons as “arts in prison” project to the identified provinces’ prisons.

10.
Challenges:

· Lack of financial muscle to execute on-going education and training to the identified budding artists who have shown outstanding levels of artistic growth and natural talent hinder progress and visible results.

· Lack of cash flow to maintain day-to-day business transactions hinders consistent free consultancy to all the offspring of our previous workshops and outreach programmes.

· Failure to go back to the areas we conducted previous workshops to conduct on-site assessments hinder the rapid progress of the job already done.

11.
Conclusion

As Lamathonsi Entertainment, we will be hands-on in the training and development of young artists from the provinces and shall be monitoring their progress monthly should we receive the support we are requesting. Learners who progress and will be deemed ready for the recording industry will be absorbed and signed into our management division and assisted to produce world-class albums. As we are currently doing with Louis Mhlanga to open local and international doors we envisage the same for the learners. So the Mams Arts Festival is just another way of spreading the pool and skills transfer to the communities.

Lamathonsi Entertainment will from time to time request professional musicians to visit the budding artists to conduct music workshops. The same will apply to Music Business Industry Practitioners. We will be requesting these services for free as we are not in the position to commission anyone at the moment and this might not be smoothly implemented as envisaged due to lack of funds.

As Lamathonsi Entertainment, we are on an on-going capacity building program by an American organization Playing For Change Foundation (PFCF) and we continue to learn and explore how international organization conduct their business affairs. The capacity building on the Creative and Performing Arts has special emphasis on the field of dance, music, theatre, visual arts and literature. PFCF will assist with international markets and tours of the progressing learners.

We are so looking forward to a positive influence and direction as Lamathonsi Entertainment herein request that the Department of Arts and Culture lend a hand in a Public Private Partnership and or Sponsorship basis with us to propel the future of our budding artists in the correct career path of their God given talent.

Thanking you in advance with anticipation.

Yours in African Arts and Culture Advancement

Jerry Nkuna

Managing Director

Lamathonsi Entertainment

0826353436
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