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(d)  the previous failure of the child to respond to non-residential alternatives, if
applicable; and
(e) the desirability of keeping the child out of prison.

Impact of offence on victim

M. (1) For purposes of this section, a victim impact statement means a
sworn statement by the victim or someone authorised by the victim to make a
statement on behalf of the victim which reflects the physical, psychological, social,
financial or any other consequences of the offence for the victim.

(2)  The prosecutor may, when adducing evidence or addressing the
court on sentence, consider the interests of a victim of the offence and the impact of
the crime on the victim, and, where practicable, furnish the child justice court with a
victim impact statement provided for in subsection (1).

(3) If the contents of a victim impact statement are not disputed, a
victim impact statement is admissible as evidence on its production.

Pre-sentence reports

3. {1 (a) A child justice court imposing a sentence must, subject to
paragraph (b), request a pre-sentence report prepared by a probation officer prior to
the imposition of sentence.

(b) A child justice court may dispense with a pre-sentence
report where a child is convicted of an offence referred to in Schedule 1 or where
requiring the report would cause undue delay in the conclusion of the case, to the
prejudice of the child, but no child justice court sentencing a child may impose a
sentence involving compulsory residence in a child and youth care centre providing a
programme referred to in section 191(2)(j) of the Children’s Act or imprisonment,
unless a pre-sentence report has first been obtained.

(2) The probation officer must complete the report as soon as
possible but no later than six weeks following the date on which the report was
requested.

(3) Where a probation officer recommends that a child be
sentenced to compulsory residence in a child and youth care centre providing a
programme referred to in section 191(2)(j) of the Children’'s Act, the recommendation
must be supported by current and reliable information, obtained by the probation
officer from the person in charge of that centre, regarding the availability or otherwise
of accommodation for the child in question.

(4) A child justice court may impose a sentence other than that
recommended in the pre-sentence report and must, in that event, enter the reasons
for the imposition of a different sentence on the record of the proceedings.

PART 2: SENTENCING OPTIONS
Community-based sentences
72. (1) A community-based sentence is a sentence which allows a child to
remain in the community and includes any of the options referred to in section 53, as

sentencing options. or any combination thereof and a sentence involving correctional
supervision referred to in section 75.







