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RESERVE FORCE COUNCIL

Representing the Reserve Force of the South African National Defence Force

Enquiries Col (Dr) J.L. Job P O Box 670
Phone (011) 4442843 KELVIN

Fax (011) 4442845 2054

Cell 082 5584869

e Mail rfcnat@mweb.co.za 01 April 2008

The Chairperson

Hon Mr F. Bengu, MP

Portfolio Committee on Defence

Parliament

(Attn: Committee Secretary : Ms Mandy Balie)

Dear Mr Bengu,

SUBMISSION ON THE CASTLE MANAGEMENT
ACT REPEAL BILL (B9-2008)

INTRODUCTION

1. The Reserve Force Council is a statutory body established in
terms of section 48 of the Defence Act 2002, Act 42 of 2002. In terms
of section 48(4) of the Defence Act, “The council 1s a consultative and
advisory body representing the Reserve Force in order to promote and
maintain that force as an integral part of the Defence Force and must
be consulted on anv legislation, policy or administrative measures
affecting the Reserve Force.”

2. The Castle provides the residence of the Officers messes of the
The Cape Field Artillery, The Cape Garrison Artillery, The Cape Town
Rifles (DUKES) as well as the Headquarters and messes of The Cape
Town Highlanders and the Regional Defence Reserve Offices. The first
four military units are Reserve Force Regiments and as such form part



of the constituency of the Reserve Force Council and fall within its
mandate as expressed in section 48(4) of the Defence Act.

THE CASTLE MANAGEMENT ACT REPEAL BILL (B9-2008)

3. In terms of the notice to submit written submissions as well as
section 2.1 of the Castle Management Act Repeal Bill (B9-2008), the
Bill seeks to dissolve the Castle Control Board and transfer
management and administrative responsibilities from the Department
of Defence to the Department of Arts and Culture.

4. Section 5 of the Bill states that there are no vulnerable groups.

5 Section 6 of the Bill states that some consultation has taken
place with the Department and Ministry of Arts and Culture and that
further consultations will take place between the Department of
Defence, Department of Arts and Culture and the State Law Advisor,
once the Bill has been approved.

RESPONSIBILITY TO CONSULT WITH THE RESERVE FORCE
COUNCIL

6. The Reserve Force Council wishes to place on record that at no
stage was it consulted in the development of the Bill or on the transfer
of management and administrative responsibilities, as is required by
section 48 of the Defence Act, as the Reserve Force Regiments, which
are its constituent members, may be affected by the proposals.

g i Consequently the Reserve Force Council is not in a position to
comment on the veracity of the statement that there are no vulnerable
groups as the effect of the transfer of management and administrative
responsibilities is unknown to the Council as a result of the lack of
consultation. In fact, the definition of vulnerable groups is not known
to the Reserve Force Council, but it may include the resident
Regiments in the Castle.

8. Furthermore the statement made in section 6 of the Bill is
incomplete in the wview of the Reserve Force Council, as no
consultation was undertaken with the Reserve Force Council as
required by section 48 of the Defence Act

SUBMISSION

9. The Reserve Force Council submits with respect that :

a. the Bill should state unambiguously that the Castle is
intended to remain the property of the DOD as it is






