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PRINCIPLES UNDERPINNING SOUTH AFRICA'S
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS POLICY

. A commitment to the promotion of human rights
. A commitment to the promotion of democracy

. A commitment to justice and international law in the conduct of
relations between nations

. A commitment to intermational peace and to intemationally agreed
upon mechanisms for the resolution of conflicts

. A commitment to Africa in world affairs, and

. A commitment to economic development through regional and

international co-operation in an interdependent (and globalised)
world
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Overview of the Strategic Priorities of the
Department of International Relations and for the

Period 2009-2012

. Consolidation of the African Agenda

. Strengthening of South-South Co-operation

«  Strengthening of North-South Co-operation

. Participation in the Global System of Govemnance
. Strengthening of Political and Economic Relations

. The work of the Department in these priority areas is
supported by the following activities:

Organisational Strengthening
Organisational Support
Rendering of Professional Services

CONSOLIDATION OF THE AFRICAN AGENDA

South Africa’s engagement with Africa rests on four pillars that
constitute the overall objective:

= Participation in regional and continental integration, including the
strengthening of the African Union (AU) and its structures, promoting
integration and development of the Southem African Development
Community (SADC) and consolidating the SADC/ COMESA [/ EAC
Tripartite formation

» Implementation of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development
(NEPAD) as Africa’s socio-economic development programme, and
the SADC Regional Indicative Strategic Development Plan (RISDF)
as the regional expression of NEFAD

Peace, security, stability and post-conflict reconstruction initiatives
Strengthening bilateral political and socio-economic relations by way
of effective structures for dialogue and cooperation with all countries
in the continent.




CONSOLIDATION OF THE AFRICAN AGENDA

AFRICAN UNITY AND INTEGRATION

The political and economic integration of Africa has been and will
continue to be a motive force that drives the African Agenda

There is a need for integration at regional level in Africa

One of the key milestones for the attainment of the African
Economic Community is the rationalisation and harmonisation of
the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) as the building blocs
of the AU

Dnnvemn? of the African Diaspora Summit in South Africa is
important to ensure that Diaspora plays important role in Africa’s

renewal

CONSOLIDATION OF THE AFRICAN AGENDA

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS FOR DEVELOPMENT

The key task remains the monitoring of the implementation of the
Joint Implementation Strategy of the AU-EU Strategic Partnership
endorsed by the Lisbon Summit of December 2007. Central to this is
the implementation of the Joint First Action Plan (2008-2010) of the
Africa Europe Strategic Partnership.

Sustained efforts will be made to ensure the implementation of
decisions of FOCAC, TICAD, NAASP, Africa-Latin America Summit

and other partnerships.
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CONSOLIDATION OF THE AFRICAN AGENDA

PEACE AND SECURITY

South Africa will continue with her efforts to contribute towards the
operationalisation of the AU organs for peace and security, like the
African Standby Force and the Early Waming Centre

South Africa will continue to play an active role in peace buildin
gﬁuﬁs in the Great Lakes Region, Cote d' Ivoire, Zimbabwe a

udan
Continued support will be given to SADC, AU and UN efforts aimed at
bringing peace, security and stability in Africa
SA will continue with its contribution to Post Conflict Reconstruction

and Development (PCRD) in Africa
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CONSOLIDATION OF THE AFRICAN AGENDA

PEACE AND SECURITY (cont)

= South Africa will support the strengthening of cooperation between
the AU Peace and Security Council and the UN Security Council

- South Africa will continue its support in strengthening the regional

security architecture




STRENGTHENING OF SOUTH-SOUTH CO-OPERATION

= South Africa has played a prominent role in advancin?l the
devel ent agenda of the South thmugh its leadership roles in
UNCTAD, the Non-Aligned Movement, GGroup of 77 and China

+ SA will continue to promote a coherent and integrated
implementation of the UN development agenda, including
internationally agreed development goals.

South Africa will continue to advance the principles for South-South
Cooperation, which were adopted by the G77 Ministers in
September 2008

= South Africa’s active participation in fora such as the India-Brazil-
South Africa Dialogue Forum (IBSA), the New Asia-Africa Strategic
Partnership (NAASP), the Indian Ocean Rim Association for
Regional Co-operation (IOR-ARC), and the Forum on China-Africa
Co-operation (FOCAC) has also contributed to the strengthening of
South-South co-operation

+ Possible cooperation with individual partner countries of the South in
fields relating to South Africa’s national priorities, particularly the key
five priority areas, are being identified and developed
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STRENGTHENING OF NORTH-SOUTH RELATIONS

= Soputh Africa engages with key global economic processes such as
the World Trade Organisation (WTQ) to conclude the Doha
Development Round, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD), the World Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPQ}, the G8 and the Word Customs Union (WCQ)
to promote the Africa Agenda, in particular, and the broader

development interests of developing countries in general

= South Africa engages with the G8 in the context of the African and
the G5 Outreach programmes to promote the African Agenda and
contribute to the development of a more equitable system of global

governance
= South Africa is also heightening its paricipation in the OECD
following a decision by the OECD Ministerial Council to place South

Africa on an Enhanced Engagement status
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STRENGTHENING OF NORTH-SOUTH RELATIONS
(CONT)

» South Africa is playing a key role in working towards the successful
conclusion of the Doha negotiations where agricultural liberalisation
remains a key objective

» In terms of South Africa’s political objectives the Department will
continue with the promotion of the Agendas of the South and of
Africa and the importance of Multilateralism in Global Governance
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STRENGTHENING OF NORTH-SOUTH RELATIONS
(CONT)

+ The European Union (EU) remains South Africa’s largest single
trading partner and a main source of foreign direct investment. It is
also South Africa’s largest donor of official development aid

» In terms of the comprehensive Trade, Development and Co-
operation Agreement (TDCA), South Africa and the EU are actively
engaged in finalising the revision of the Agreement and in fully
implementing all of its provisions

= A key priority will include the implementation of the Joint Action Plan
of the SA-EU Strategic Partnership which was established on 14
May 2007

« The SA-EU political dialogue will be further deepened by
establishing regular SA-EU Summits, Ministerial Troika and Senior

Official’'s meetings
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PARTICIPATE IN THE GLOBAL SYSTEM OF
GOVERNANCE

South Africa’s Multilateral interests

= South Africa will promote development, security, human rights and
international law through its participation in intemational fora,
notably the United Nations (UN) system and its specialised agencies

= Through South African participation in the multilateral fora it also
upholds the belief that the resolution of intemational conflicts should
be peaceful and in accordance with the centrality of the UN Charter
and the principles of international law

» South Africa utilised its last year in the Security Council to further
advance on the theme of enhancing the cooperation between the
United Nations and regional organisations, in particular the African
Union

= South Africa continues to support all initiatives aimed at
strengthening the UNGA and its role in multilateralism
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PARTICIPATE IN THE GLOBAL SYSTEM OF
GOVERNANCE

» Some progress in respect of UN Reform was registered following
the 2005 Millennium Review, but some areas of reform still need
attention

= UN Secretariat and management reform will continue to be
addressed in 2009 by the UN membership although this is more
likely to be under the broader banner of system wide UN reform

» Guidelines and criteria for a consistent and co-ordinated approach
for identifying and fielding South African candidates for positions in
interational organisations to be filled, as well as support of

candidates of other countries in elections, have been developed
and will be submitted to interdepartmental fora for comment

- South Africa will continue to focus on increasing support to African
development challenges in particular and developing countries in

general
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PARTICIPATE IN THE GLOBAL SYSTEM OF
GOVERNANCE

» South Africa continues to reaffirm its commitment to the protection of
human rights and fundamental freedoms and is striving for the
strengthening of the mechanism for the protection of, as well as the
acknowledgement of, economic, social and cultural rights on par
with all other human rights, including the right to development

= Through participating in international fora and multilateral
organisations, one of South Africa’s objectives is to advance active
follow-up to the implementation of the outcomes of major UN
Conferences and Summits

+ The South African Government and UN Evaluation Group in 2009
and onwards will implement the findings of an independent joint
evaluation of the impact of the UN's presence in South Africa

PARTICIPATE IN THE GLOBAL SYSTEM OF
GOVERNANCE

« Sputh Africa is the only African country in the G-20 and will continue
to utilise its membership to raise issues of concern to Africa with
other G-20 leaders

- The threat posed by climate change and associated impacts on the
loss of biodiversity and deserification continues to present a major
challenge with whiich South Africa is actively engaged

= South Africa is also active in the field of social development as part
of the global agenda on development




STRENGTHENING OF POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC
RELATIONS

» South Africa will also continue to pursue her interests and those of
Africa in all economic bilateral and regional interactions, as well as
enhancing efforts to promote intra-Affican trade and mutually
beneficial partnerships

AFRICA

» South Africa will consolidate bilateral co-operation with African
countries by engaging in sustainable partnerships for development

Southemn Africa
South Africa as an integral part of the SADC region will continue to
support peace, security, stability and prosperity in the region

* |nthe DRC, the convening of the Bi-National Commission (BNC) with
the DRC and the implementation of identified Post Conflict

Reconstruction and Development (PCRD) projects remain crifical
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STRENGTHENING OF POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC
RELATIONS

Southern Africa (cont)

*  South Africa together with SADC countries will continue to support the
implementation of Zimbabwe's Global Political Agreement and socio-
economic reconstruction and development of Zimbabwe paying particular
attention to the country’s Short Term Emergency Recovery Programme
(STERP)

Efforts will be undertaken to expand and deepen bilateral cooperation and
increase the volume of two-way frade and investment with the sister
Republic of Angola

*  Presidential Economic Commissions will be held with Namibia, Tanzania
and Mozambigue to further consolidate and enhance economic co-
operation. Meatings of the Joint Permanent Commissions (JPC) will be held
with a number of countries

= South Africa will also work to strengthen its co-operation with Mamibia,
Botswana, Mozambigue and Zimbabwe in Joint Commissions on Defence
and Security in pursuit of regional peace, security and stability
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STRENGTHENING OF POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC
RELATIONS

* South Africa supports the full implementation of the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement in Sudan in order to ensure that the political
parties are committed towards holding the scheduled elections in
2010

+ South Africa will continue to encourage political dialogue in
Madagascar in an attempt to resolve the political impasse
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STRENGTHENING OF POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC
RELATIONS

ASIA AND MIDDLE EAST

Central and East Asia

= South Africa will continue to place high priority on economic
diplomacy in its relations with the People's Republic of China (PRC),
Japan and the Republic of Korea (ROK), as well as selected
countries of Central Asia
In 2010 South Africa and Japan will celebrate a centenary of official
relations and the opportunity will be utilised to further strengthen
bilateral relations. South Africa will also participate in the 2010
Shanghai World Expo

w muer'naumaj relations

10



