THE SOUTH AFRICAN ROLLER HOCKEY FEDERATION


[image: image3.png]THE SOUTH AFRICAN




INTRODUCTION
1. Background :

Roller Hockey started in SA back in 1965. 
It has predominantly been a sport dominated by the few privileged that could afford the sport in terms of equipment ( protection gear, skates, stick :  expensive to start up at approximately R 3 500 ). 

The SARHF has embarked on a massification program in line with the facilities and means available. Bearing in mind that almost all the gear has to be imported , this further hinders our efforts to expand the sport. 

We have successfully been able to grow the sport nevertheless and have :

· developed local boots and sticks

· afforded the opportunity for previously disadvantaged youngsters to play the game. The results have surpassed our expectations in that in 2 years 25% of our youth national sides is now representative of our demographics.

· Have a 5 year development plan that will propel hockey in a full empowered sport.

· The international Roller Hockey community has embraced our efforts and have thrown impetus behind our endeavors. We have commitment from the CIRH ( world body ) as well as individual countries like Angola, Brazil and Spain assisting us in our quest to become a top playing African country.  

· Spain , the world leading country has offered to assist us in strategizing and implementing a development plan across all age groups as well as national structural assistance.

· We are in the process of setting up an African Confederation for Roller Hockey where we will play an essential role along with Angola.

2. Concept of Roller Hockey 

Roller Hockey is an exciting fast game ( in line with Ice Hockey ) that is played in a confined 20 x 40 m rink. It is a highly paced game and each team is comprised of 4 out players and 1 goal keeper . It has an adrenalin rushing factor and highly exciting to watch.
Please refer to Annexure B “The Game of Roller Hockey” as well as attached images and/or video clip. Refer also to number of playing countries and/or teams globally.
3. History of Roller Hockey

Refer to Annexure A (History of Roller Hockey in SA) as well as Annexure D (International summary of competitions per category and country).
Roller Hockey dates back to 1921.

It was also an Olympic demonstration sport in 1992 and is currently re-applying for the status.

It was started in Europe ( England) and is now played in all continents. 

4. World Rankings

Please refer to Annexure E (World playing countries rankings).
South Africa has achieved a good ranking since it’s inception Internationally in 1992.

5. Nation Building
We have witnessed in our last 2 years how the development of Roller Hockey has started playing a role in integrating our youth. Because roller hockey is a sport that needs to be started at an early age ( typically 6 – 9 years old ) due to the basic skating skills required ( foundation for roller hockey ) the youngsters are sharing moments of joy and sadness together from this early age. We believe that this compliments the time they spend at school. This is the start of many friendships that extend into adulthood and ultimately the formation of our countries leaders.
We believe that this “invisible” nation building almost happens sub-consciously. 

6. World Cup 2008

A World Cup in SA would involve 15 to 19 other countries . This would be in line with the “ bigger picture “ to market South Africa in the International arena. The after effects of this marketing will undoubtedly promote our tourism industry especially after witnessing our now famous friendliness and hospitality . 
The world cup normally runs over a period of 10 days and has a crowd expectancy of close to 15 000 spectators. Local entrepreneurs will most definitely play an active part in delivering the true “ African Experience “.

It will also be a first for South Africa and Africa. This is a significant milestone for the game. We have the support of the International Governing body as well as the “ big guns” in wanting us to spearhead Africa’s quest to become a major player in hockey.

7. South Africa : Global Placement

The CIRH ( World Governing body ) has offered South Africa the opportunity to host the first ever World Cup in Africa. It has placed the responsibility on us to lead in Africa in terms of developing and standardizing the sport . 
With the advent of the African Confederation we will be hosting the African Nations Cup as well as Club Championships.

We have also secured co-operative alliances in Africa as well as  in South America and Europe. The International hockey community has recognized our efforts and reciprocated with assistance in forms such as International exposure ( subsidized ) , equipment , coaching programs etc.

8. Roller Hockey SA

Hockey in SA has gathered momentum in the last 2 years and has grown by 30% ( please refer to Annexure C) . We now have over 25 teams across the various age groups and 9 clubs. Our database has grown to over 300 active members and we are striving to take this to over 500 members in the next 2 years. We believe that an event like the World Cup will propel us in the right direction. We currently are not representative of the 9 regions , hugely due to the lack of facilities and/or funds to co-use existing facilities. 
9. The Future

We have “survived” the immense difficulties facing our sport ( like many of the other “micro sports” ) and have strived to fully integrate the sport in terms of demographics as well as regional presence. It is a “big challenge” , one I feel we are winning , but not at the rate we would like to see it grow at. 
We have identified that , like everything else in life, business has to play a major part in this process . We realize that the more people we have on board and “pulling in the same direction” the better the movement will be. 

We are excited about the prospect of a World Cup, we are hungry to grow the sport  and we are passionate about Roller Hockey.

We are hoping to “ convert” as many people as we possibly can.

It is our ambition to develop Roller Hockey into a realizable force that can be measured both locally and abroad. 

The advent of a World Cup in South Africa , coupled with the support of the International Hockey community ( in terms of logistics and technical assistance ) , will undoubtedly market our sport and renew a mass interest in the game. 

It will most certainly provide the vehicle that is needed to take the sport to the next level in a realizable time. 

The World Cup is not ours, it belongs to South Africa. It is part of the rainbow nation .
We have identified that the business sector needs to play an active role in assisting us to take Roller Hockey to the next level and we have consequently approached Mr. Butityi Konki to help and lead us in this initiative.

Mr. Konki has gracefully accepted our request and taken task to hand. 

In line with our International support ( from the World Body and Hockey community ) , Brazil has invited and subsidized a South African representation to the 2007 edition of Copa America. 

We will undoubtedly gain from this in terms of Hockey experience , but more so from an organizational perspective (in light of a World Cup hosting event).

We have therefore deemed it necessary to invite the chair of Sports and Recreation to accompany us to Brazil so as to get an insight to the game and our global positioning and support . ( please refer to Annexure F )
We want the committee to endorse our bid to become a recognized sport in South Africa.

We are currently awaiting integration into SASCOC officially as part of Rollersports SA. We have been in limbo for 1 year now and have been told that we will be reviewed in June 2008 only. We feel that this could very well dampen our efforts as we have now finally gathered momentum and support both locally and internationally.

Lastly we have been awarded the World Cup for 2008. the CIRH (international governing body) has given us their full support and believe in us. The World Cup is crucial to our development and future of the sport.

I am asking for your blessing in this regard. We need you to support our dream of hosting the World Cup for the first time.
South African Roller Hockey History

Annexure A

The beginnings of Roller Hockey in South Africa date back to 1965. 

This sport was introduced as part of the Portuguese culture worldwide. 

The clubs to initiate Roller Hockey were Uniao CRDP, Everite and Pretoria Da Gama. 

By 1968 this had extended to 17 clubs that included teams such as Fiestaland, Falcons, Western Province and Boland.

The South African Federation was  then formed in the early 1970’S to oversee the discipline and development of Roller Hockey. It was however registered as a recreational sport originally.

During the transformation period , roller hockey as an affiliate of INOCSA participated actively in the transformation of sport in South Africa.

Not only did it transform Roller Hockey but contributed significantly to sport in general.

As an internationally recognized sport , Roller Hockey was then able to participate in all major competitions.

This includes tournaments in Africa and International competitions that include the World Cup in all categories ie: Junior , Ladies and Men.

South Africa participated for the first time in the World Cup in 1992 in Andorra under the approval and auspices of NOCSA. 

In 2005 Roller Hockey SA pioneered the first regional championship between neighbouring Mozambique at club level . 

In 2007 the foundation for the African Confederation of Roller Hockey was conceptualized, and is aimed at the development of the sport in Africa.

Roller Hockey is currently experiencing and enjoying a  growth at all levels.

The current lack of facilities in the disadvantaged areas is hindering the speed at which we grow. 

Nevertheless Roller Hockey has enjoyed a 30% growth in the last 3 years and has laid a good platform for further growth and development of the sport in South Africa.

Roller hockey – the game




Annexure B







Rink hockey - Hardball hockey - Hoquei em Patins

Roller Hockey is highly popular and has many names worldwide that mean the same sport. Some common names for names Roller Hockey are: Hóquei em Patins, International Style Ball hockey, Rink Hockey or Hardball Hockey. 

Roller Hockey was a demonstration rollersport in the 1992 Barcelona summer Olympics. There have been many world championships, Latin countries dominating the sport since the 1940s: Portugal (15 World titles), Spain (13 World titles), Italy (4 World titles) and Argentina (4 World titles). Other countries, such as France, Brazil, Germany, Switzerland, Andorra and England are regular international competitors, but rarely overcome the traditional powers. 

Roller Hockey is a very fast sport, which may create a problem for TV transmissions, and new rinks are built using blue or white pavement to make the ball more visible on TV. It was a demonstration sport in the 1992 Summer Olympics in Barcelona. The most important clubs in Europe (and, arguably, the world) are FC Porto from Portugal, FC Barcelona, Reus Deportiu, Igualada and Liceo de Coruña from Spain, and occasionally Primavera Prato, Follonica and Bassano Hockey 54 from Italy. 

In terms of trophies won FC Barcelona is the most successful team having won seventeen European Cups.

	Every two years FIRS organizes a Roller Hockey and a Ladies Rink Hockey World Championship.


The game
Two five-man teams (four skaters and one goalkeeper) try to drive the ball with their sticks into the opponents' goal. The ball can only be put in motion by a stick. The game has two 25-minute halves (for adults), with the clock stopping when the ball becomes dead. Each team has a one-minute timeout in each half.

Each team has a minimum of six players (a backup goalie is required) and a maximum of ten.

The rink



The rink has usually a polished wooden surface, but any flat, non-abrasive and non-slippery material such as treated cement is acceptable. Likewise, it is allowed for rink owners to put advertisements in the playing area, as long as they don't interfere with ball or skate motion, which includes both physically (must be at the exact same level as the remaining area) and visually (dark colours or any other pattern which can mask the ball).

It can have one out of three standard sizes (a minimum of 34x17 meters, an average of 40x20 and a maximum of 44x22) or any size between the minimum and maximum values that has a 2:1 size ratio with a 10% margin of error.

The rink has rounded corners (1 m radius) and is surrounded by a 1 m wall. The wall also has a wooden base 2 cm wide and at least 20 cm high. Behind the goals there is a 4 m high net, even if there are no stands (to avoid the ball bouncing back from a wall and hitting a player). If the ball hits the net, it's considered to be out of bounds.

The markings are simple. The halfway line divides the rink into halves, and 22 m from the end wall an "anti-play" line is painted. The area is a 9 X 5.40 m rectangle, placed from 2.7 to 3.3 m ahead of the end table. It has a protection area for goalkeepers, a half-circle with 1.5 m radius. All markings are 8 cm in width. The goal (painted in fluorescent orange) is 105 cm high by 170 cm wide. Inside the goal there is a thick net and a bar close to ground to trap the ball inside and 92 cm deep. While not attached to the ground, it is extremely heavy to prevent movement.

Equipment
· The clothing is similar to that used in football (soccer)—socks up to the knee, shorts and a shirt. 

· Sticks are different for skaters and goalkeepers. They can be of any material approved by the CIRH (although wooden sticks are still most often used), with a minimum length of 90 cm and maximum of 115 cm. They cannot be wider than 5 cm or weigh over 500 g. 

· The ball is made of vulcanized rubber, has a 23 cm in circumference, and weighs 155 g. 

· The skates must have two pairs of wheels, with a minimum diameter of 3 cm. Players are allowed to use brakes in the front of the skate, with a diameter or larger side not larger than 5 cm. 

· Protective material includes shin guards, knee caps, jock strap and gloves. Specifications for helmets and elbow caps vary from federation to federation. 

· Goalkeepers use protective padding on the torso (plus shoulders) (the maximum amount is being regulated, since, as in ice hockey, many goalkeepers have been using massive protection to make them larger and broader), neck guard, large shin guards (not longer than 75 cm), gloves protecting the whole forearm and a helmet with either a grid or unbreakable transparent material. 
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