060926 socialluster

1

SOCIAL CLUSTER MEDIA BRIEFING, 26 SEPTEMBER 2006

Good morning ladies and gentlemen

It gives me great pleasure to brief you on progress made by the
Social Cluster in implementation of Government’s Programme of
Action. As you will recall the last time that we reported back on the
Cluster's work was before the July lekgotla.

This report will focus on progress in key aspects of our
comprehensive social security system, on extreme drug resistant
TB, on improving access to education, on second economy
interventions and on youth development. | will conclude by
covering a number of issues that have arisen around HIV and

AIDS since the International AIDS Conference in Toronto.

Social security issues

As you know we have a number of pillars to our social security
system. | will focus today focus mainly on child support grants and
general social assistance.

The target set three years ago to extend the child support grant to
3.2 million children by March 2006 has been exceeded by 300
000. By June 2006, 3 550 940 children were registered as
beneficiaries of the child support grant. If we include other forms of
social assistance this figure increases to 7.4 million. In addition,
many more children benefit from free health care services as well
as free basic education.



A detailed study which profiles all child beneficiaries and their
access to the various forms of government services has been
completed with a view to consolidate all services provided by

government to children. This report will be presented to Cabinet
during October.

Extreme Drug Resistant TB

In March this year the Department of Health launched a National
TB Crisis Management Plan which prioritises four health districts
with the highest TB caseloads. This Plan was developed to raise
awareness about TB to improve detection and deal with the large
TB case load and poor treatment outcomes.

We learned during the past few weeks of the emergence of what is
called extreme drug resistant TB in a few provinces. Cabinet has
been briefed about this new challenge. In addition, | held a
consultative meeting with TB researchers, clinicians as well as
laboratory scientists and we agreed that they will keep me briefed
on a continuous basis with regard to the extent of the problem and
what can and is being done to contain the problem.

| have also been in touch with the WHO as well as Ministers of
Health in the region. | have requested an urgent meeting with
experts from the WHO so that we can get assistance to develop a
national as well as a regional strategy to deal with XDR-TB.






