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Introduction
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Strategy of the DoA draws important ru_JIfE. in the

: i realisation of the strategy

its mandate from the South ? : 9y

S P tha 4 Implementation of the
_ ity “ 7"'_ : b is mainly through

Cabinet Lekgotla Priorities engagements and
and the International artic tion in multilateral
Relations Peace and agencies
rallying point for all the
departmental engagemenis
and is in support of, other — whether bilateral or
Departments such as DFA, multilateral
DTl and DWAF

U The strategy is aligned to

Objectives of the IR Strategy

U To represent South Africa’s agriculture interests:

+ through the development and consolidation of bilateral
relations (with a special focus on Africa and South
South Cooperation)

+ in multilateral institutions

« through sourcing international assistance to contribute

i

to the delivery of the DoA priority programmes.




Objectives of the IR Strategy

U The strategy hinges on the following pillars:
rade - increased international trade
echnology - (and Research collaboration)

raining ( human resource development, mentorship and
technical assistance)

olitics (establishment and consolidation of bilateral and
multilateral relations at a high political level, and implementation
of high level political initiatives)

eople to People interaction (multi-stakeholder dialogue, farmer
to farmer exchanges, academic collaborations, student
exchanges etc).

Priority 1: Consolidation of the African Agenda

J Agriculture development and food insecurity remain
major challenges for the continent
O South Africa continues to be called upon to provide:

» technical support in agricultural development as part
of post conflict reconstruction (Rwanda, Burundi,
Sudan, etc:
food aid during periods of conflict and/or drought
(Lesotho, Swaziland, Mozambique); and
to promote intra-African trade through assisting in the
development of sanitary and phytosanitary standards
(Namibia, Mozambique, SADC)




Priority 1: Consolidation of the African Agenda (cont)
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ontribute towards the
retariat in the implementation
of the Regic ve Strategic Development
Programme (RISDFP), in particular the FANR
component of the programme
rking with the DFA to appoint a

date to fill SAs quota at the secretarniat

A number of factors, among others, the salary levels
offered by SADC, has been raised as contributing to
the disinte of South Africans in taking up

positions at SADC




Priority 1: Consolidation of the African Agenda

- SADC Heads of State and Government Summit
* Held in Maseru in August
» Considered progress in the implementation of the Dar-
2s-Salaam Declaration on Agriculture and Food
Security of May 2004
— Specific measures undertaken by member states
include targetted seed and fertilizer subsidies: .
harmonisation of seed regulations, implementation
of land reform programr nd promotion of small
scale irrigation (data on all the :
secretariat through questionnaires which SA also
submitted)

Priority 1: Consolidation of the African Agenda

» Considered Budgetary Allocation to Agriculture
— SA did not submit report as we are in the process o
the articulation of the 10 get through the
National Medium Term Investment Programme in
collaboration with the FAO
+ Review of the Regional Food Security Situation
— T'he general outlook is that the food security i
situation is improving as a result of measures taken |
by members as well as improved rainfall. The
current assessment indicate that the number of
people requiring humanitarian assistance in the
region has dropped significantly from 9..71m in
2005/06 to about 3m in 2006/




Priority 2: SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION

QO Department actively involved with the IBSA (India, Brazil,

South Africa) processes

+ IBSA Agriculture Cooperation Agreement signed in
Brasilia during the IBSA Summit

+ Agreement places emphasis on capacity building in th
technical field

+ Cooperation tested in the implementation of the
Guinea Bissau project on livestock development

+ The Bio-fuel initiative also a rallying point for the three
countries
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Priority 4: Promote the Reform of the Global Governance

ointed to

Priority 5: Facilitate HR development, strengthen
organisational Capacity to deliver

An international training strategy is nearing
completion to take advantage of opportunities
provided by both bilateral and multilateral
engagements

Other capacity building activities already dealt with in
the previous discussions

The approach is to take maximum advantage of
opportunities provided by our international
engagements to address our skills gap




Follow up to Parliamentarians Dialogue on NEPAD
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Follow up to Parliamentarians Dialogue on NEPAD

— Annually verify the implem
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Follow up to Parliamentarians Dialogue on NEPAD

« Parliamentarians

rement of the MD

— Parliamentarians should take a leading role in fighting




The 4" World Congress on Rural Women
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QUESTIONS AND
DISCUSSION
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