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Definition of African Diaspora

‘People of African origin living outside the continent,
irrespective of their citizenship and nationality, and who are
willing to contribute to the develnpment uf the continent and
the building of the Aﬁ‘lcan Union.” |

*The African Unmn S cnnstltutwe act declares that it shall
“invite and encnurage ‘the full participation of the African
Diaspora as an important paﬂ: of our Contment n the building
of the African Union.” |

- the dfa
Dapatment

B Forelgn AMars
REFUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA




The strategic importance of the African Diaspora to South
Africa and the rest of Africa is a product of particularly four
factors that shaped contempq'rary Africa — namely:

£The Trans-Atlantic slave trade;
£ Colonialrule; =

¢ The anti-colonial struggle:

¢ and Pan-Africanism.
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Table 1: Geographic Distribution and Comparative Weight of African Diaspora

Diaspora region
North America
Latin America
Caribbean
Europe

Asia and Middle East

Key country Population number
USA

Brazil

Most

UK and France

India
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Generations
Descendents

Descendents

- Descendents :

Immigrants

Descendents
and immigrants

: .State actor  Status
‘No Excluded and marginalized

and immigrants

: ::':N_ﬂ : Excluded and marginalized

Yes : Excluded and marginalized

; .I;»Tn : Excluded and marginalize

. No

o EkcIudt:d and marginali



From reading Table 1

EThe largest cnncentratmn of the DlaSp{}I‘ﬂ Is in the Americas
and the Caribbean; . -

EDiaspora immigrants are in parts of N{}rth Amerlca and
constitute a dominant Dlaspnra presence in Eumpe and Asm
and the Middle Eastand; e |
EThat Diaspora cumnmmtles are generally excluded and
marginalized in their respective countrles with a section nf
those in the Caribbean the only nnes 1n possession of the state

machinery.
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Protocol on the Amendments to the Constitutive Act of the African
Union proposes in Article 3(q) an additional objective of the AU which is
to “invite and encourage the full participation of the African Diaspora as

an important part of our Continent, in. the building of the African Union”.
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The Diaspora as a motive force is a crosscutting player in the matrix
of alliance (Table 2) informing South Africa’s approach to the world.

Alliance category

Liberation

Solidarity

Globalisation
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Table 2: Matrix of Alliance

Constituencies
ENational Liberation
Movement

EOther historic allies o

& Tiermondists

£ Anti-globalisation
movement

ESome Socialist

International forces

Other progressive
forces
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o Key mﬂblhsatmn issues - :
: The Pan African pl’ﬂ_]EGt and transformation of the glﬂbal system.

Ahettet Africa and the'iwhﬂ_d.

Meeting the MDGs; debt relief; reform of the glo
making globalisation work for all.



Diaspora can be focused around six priority areas:

The economy, particularly the promotion of capital flow to the
continent; :

Diaspora tourism flow mto the continent;

Diaspora skills attractmn and human resources develﬂpment on the
continent; '

Cultural and mformatmn exchanga mcludmg joint Afrlca-DlaspDra
knowledge production initiatives; building strong inter-stat
partnerships with the Dlaspora thmugh bllateral relatmns and Sou
South co-operation and; ' e .

Promoting strong and actwe Afrlca-Dlaspora cooperatmn '
international system and multilateral forums. The
CARRICOM Conference held in 2005 is one vehicle th

realize this agenda.
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