DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

REPORT ON STATUS OF WATER AND SANITATION AT PHC FACILITIES FOR THE PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON WATER AFFAIRS AND FORESTRY

“TOWARDS A JOINT ACTION PLAN TO CONTINUE TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF SOUTH AFRICA’S PEOPLE THROUGH IMPROVED WATER QUALITY”

Water and Sanitation play a vital role not only in the delivery of Health services but in the Health of our communities in general. Many diseases are linked to a lack of access to satisfactory facilities. The cholera outbreak of 2001 is an example. The Health Department is very conscious of this close connection and is aware of the fact that the provision of these services falls outside their ambit. Close intersectoral collaboration is vital in the attempt to achieve the objective above.

Data on water and sanitation in health facilities is not routinely collected and consequently the response to the request for information from the Provinces was mixed and varied. The SAMHS was dealt with in totality as a Province.

The reporting rate from the Provinces was poor, with 2 provinces not reporting at all, one province reporting only on water, and one province reporting on quality of water and not access at PHC facilities.

This clearly indicated that not only was the data not routinely collected, but the variables or data items were poorly understood. In terms of hospital access to water and sanitation, the Hospital Management department reported that 100% of hospitals have access to running water and sanitation. There exists, however a need to investigate the quality and security of this access. 

The following information was, however collected and can be explained as follows:

Water:

It is apparent that in all the reporting Provinces, water is available on average nationally at PHC Facilities in the following forms, piped from a reservoir (67%), borehole (29%), rain water tanks (1%) and water tanker (3%). See Figure 1 below.
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The range of access to piped water varied greatly between Provinces as can be seen in Figure 2 below:

Figure 2:
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The percentage of clinics with access to piped water varies from 43% in KZN to 97% in Western Cape. The Provinces reflecting 0% did not report.

Figure 3
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Sanitation:

Sanitation appears to be more problematic. The types of sanitation vary between flush toilets (85%), VIP toilets (2%), and Pit toilets (13%). Many of the clinics have a combination of two types.
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Once again the individual provinces vary widely in accordance with ratio of urban to rural clinics as well as size and capacity of District Municipalities.
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Figure 4:

The majority of the Provinces appear to have flush toilets as the main type of sanitation. Figure 5 below indicates the percentage Clinics with flush toilets per Province.

Figure 5
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Some of the Provinces reported complaints from the facilities with regard to Non –functioning toilets and Irregular water supply. These complaints were very few and are reflected in Figure 6 below.
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CONCLUSION:

1. The data on Environmental Health Services is very sketchy;

2. The data is not standardized through all nine Provinces;

3. Generally, the majority of reporting clinics have a regular water supply and toilets are available;

4. There is insufficient data to determine if the sanitation available is adequate for the client load; and

5. There is very little information as to the quality of the water at these facilities

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The following recommendations are made:

1. The National District Health System Committee approved a set of indicators to monitor the delivery of MHS, which will be included in the DHIS as routine data.

2. A more detailed investigation would need to be carried out to determine if the sanitation service is suitable for the client load experienced at a particular facility. 

3. Quality assurance variables would have to be built into the data set.
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