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PRESENTATION TO PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

CAPE TOWN

October 12 2005

1.
Thank you Mr. Chairperson for allowing us to present our submission.

We are grateful for this opportunity to address the honourable members of the Portfolio Committee on Health.

2.
Introduction of the three Christian Science Committees on Publication in South Africa.

Joan Shippey – Cape Provinces includes Western Cape, Eastern Cape and Northern Cape.

Michael Noyce represents Kwa Zulu Natal, and 

Louis Benjamin the Northern Provinces of Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Limpopo, North West and Free State.

Their office is to provide the public with correct information about Christian Science and its Discoverer, Mary Baker Eddy.

Mr. Chairperson,  Please be advised that our correct written submission is dated "October 2005".

3.
We are actually asking the Portfolio Committee's assistance to continue the provision for the religious ministry of Christian Science nurses in the Republic.  In order for that to continue we believe that it is necessary to include an amendment in the Nursing Bill.  Christian Science nurses have been practicing in South Africa since 1970, when permission was granted by, the then, Department of Health.

[Reference:  exhibit three in the written submission on page 10].

4.
Mr. Chairperson, let me first briefly define some of the reference points.

4.i
Firstly, what is Christian Science:

It is a system of healing based on the nature of God and our relationship to Him.  It is derived wholly from the Bible and the life and works of Christ Jesus.  It uses prayer to bring the realization to thought that God is present now, and that we express the nature of God, good.  This is the same way Christ Jesus healed.

[Reference:  see footnote on page one of the written submission]

For over 100 years Christian Science weekly and monthly magazines have reported carefully verified testimonies of physical healings through prayer.

These divine laws are available to anyone today irrespective of race, gender or age.

[Reference:  see "Background": exhibit 5, page 13 of the written submission]

We are here so that individuals who choose to rely on Christian Science for healing may have that choice respected and have the ability to receive the kind of care they desire. Those relying Christian Science for their preferred healing method do not want medical oversight, requirements or training placed upon their spiritual healing practice.

Our suggested amendment promotes individual patient choice of health care.

Please note that Christian Science has nothing to do with Scientology.

-------

4.ii
Secondly, what is a Christian Science nurse.

This is the crux of our presentation.

We understand from the Nursing Bill that unless one has fulfilled a specific training course and has registered with the relevant authority, the designation 'nurse' cannot be used.  We actually support this legislation in terms of protection of the public from unprofessional so-called nurses.

Christian Science nursing, however, is a religious ministry.

It is founded in our Church Manual, under Article 8, Section 31.  If I may read it please, Mr. Chairperson.

Read directly from the Church Manual: page 49 line 7 -16.

"Christian Science Nurse. SECT. 31. A member of The Mother Church who represents himself or herself as a Christian Science nurse shall be one who has a demonstrable knowledge of Christian Science practice, who thoroughly understands the practical wisdom necessary in a sick room, and who can take proper care of the sick.

The cards of such persons may be inserted in The Christian Science Journal under rules established by the publishers."

-------

In terms of this ministry the Christian Science nurse carries out the following functions:

· Spiritual reassurance – faithfully and consistently affirming the patient’s spirituality;

· Encouragement – gently offering Christian assistance in support of the individual’s expression of vitality and normal activity;

· Reading aloud – reading at the patient’s request or with the patient’s permission, the Bible, Science and Health, other writings by Mary Baker Eddy, or other inspirational literature published by the Christian Science Publishing Society;

· Communication – contacting the Christian Science practitioner (a person engaged full time in praying for those seeking spiritual healing and who is handling the case) or family members if the patient is unable to do so, maintaining an ethical, moral and loving manner in all communications;

· Personal care – assistance with bathing, commoding, oral care;

· Mobility assistance – moving, handling, positioning in a chair or bed, help with the use of wheelchairs, crutches, walkers, canes or other aids;

· Nourishment – preparation and/or modification of food, assistance with feeding, gentle encouragement to eat when appropriate;

· Dressing/bandaging – cleansing and bandaging of wounds to provide care and protection;

· Instruction – instructing the patient and\or other caregivers in providing proper care and meeting individuals needs, and

· Being obedient to the laws of the land.

Christian Science nursing does not include:

· Giving personal advice or counsel, assuming responsibility for making health care decisions for the patient;

· Intruding on the private relationship between the patient and the Christian Science practitioner or between the patient and his or her family;

· Diagnosing, recording or maintaining record of symptoms or conditions;

· Administering medication, drugs, or using medicated, herbal or vitamin-based products or remedies;

· Using and administering medically oriented techniques, equipment, and technology;

· Manipulating, massaging or providing physical therapy.   

[Reference:  see exhibit 1, page 3/4 of the written submission]

From this description it can be seen that the Christian Science nurse is involved in a religious non-medical activity.  Training by The Department of Health or The South African Nursing Council or any other secular body would impose medical approaches which are inconsistent with the theology of Christian Science.

We cannot change the title of a “Christian Science nurse” to anything else as it is the title used in the Manual of our Church, and is a world-wide ministry.  The Manual sets forth the requirements for governance of our Church.  However, the full title 'Christian Science nurse' is always used.  We never present ourselves to the public as simply a 'nurse'.  This clear differentiation confirms that the “Christian Science nurse” is not trying to usurp the position of a medical nurse.

Christian Science nurses’ training is carried out at Christian Science nursing facilities in various parts of the world.  For example, South African Christian Science nurses are often trained at Charton Manor, an accredited Christian Science nursing institution, in England.  It provides a three year course incorporating both class-room instruction and on-the-job-training.

Requirements for enrollment in the Charton Manor program include a heartfelt commitment to the healing ministry of Christian Science and membership in The First Church of Christ, Scientist in Boston USA, as well as regular attendance at the applicant’s local branch church.

[Reference:  see exhibit 5, page 16 of the written submission]

On successful completion of the course the applicant may apply to have his/her name included in The Christian Science Journal where a directory of Christian Science nurses is maintained.  If the applicant satisfies the requirements of The Christian Science Publishing Society, they may be officially listed as a “Christian Science nurse” in the official organ of the Church, The Christian Science Journal.”

Mr. Chairperson, I would like also to bring the Portfolio Committees attention to the fact that in the following countries, similar Bills have been passed relating to nursing as our proposed legislation, and Christian Science nurses have been enabled to use the title “Christian Science nurse” and to practice Christian Science nursing without medical oversight, regulation and training.  Australia (in five States), New Zealand, Canada (two states) and the United Kingdom.

In the USA 41 states and the District of Columbia have statutory legislation allowing for the physical care services of Christian Science nurses.

[Reference:  see exhibit 2, page 5 of the written submission]

-------

In conclusion, Mr. Chairperson, we respectfully request that in The Nursing Bill B-26 2005, under Chapter 5, "General and Supplementary Provisions", in subdivision 56 "Special provisions relating to certain nurses", a new subsection (9) be added to read:

"This Act shall not apply to Christian Science nursing consistent with the theology of Christian Science provided by a Christian Science nurse who does not hold himself or herself out as being 'registered' under this Act."

[Reference:  page 1 of the written submission]

If there are any questions, Mr. Chairperson, we will be happy to answer them.

-------

