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Mr. Chairperson, honorable members of Parliament, delegates from the civil society and members of the media, ladies and gentlemen, friends and comrades I have been given an honor to introduce the South African Energy Caucus to this committee.

Mr. Chairperson, without wasting anytime let me to do so:

The South African energy caucus is a platform for the diverse civil society in South Africa to share information and identify common ground for collaborative activities on specific and cross –cutting energy issues.

The caucus was established two years ago, by most organizations present here today and the intention was to ensure a proper coordinate of energy initiatives at all levels as well as information exchange.

Mr. Chairperson, allow me to convey to this committee an abstract from the defining principles of the energy caucus:

 The energy calls for:

1. Call for a just transition to sustainable energy (includes no net job loss, affordability, accessibility and minimisation of pollution). 

2. Access to basic energy services is recognised as a human right.

3. Call for free energy services for basic needs, allocated per person, recognising survival strategies. 

4. Call for an energy services needs approach to energy policy
.

5. A holistic approach to energy, supporting and exploring alternatives rather than over-emphasis on electricity.

6. Reject privatisation of state assets in the energy sector.

7. Internalisation of the externalised costs of energy production.

8. Full cost accounting in the energy sector, including full lifecycle analysis with comprehensive assessment of the energy balance
 in energy planning and project assessments.

9. We call for policies and measures to improve energy efficiency.

10. Promote local content, ownership and participation in energy developments. 

11. Opposed to nuclear power.

12.  Opposed to any form of Geological disposal of radioactive waste and promote above-ground waste storage method

13. Ensuring communities have a voice in provision of household energy and all energy policies.

14. Support integrated public transport.

15. Call for a stepped block tariff
.

16. Support investigation of biomass-based additives as a replacement for heavy metal additives. 

17. Call for the implementation of the polluter pays principle.

18. Call for application of cradle to grave responsibility and liability.

19. National Key Points Act should not be used to block access to information.

20. Emissions and impact data must not be withheld as proprietary information.

21. Opposed to gagging orders and/or suppression of testimony of workers or local communities.

22. Worker health and safety should never be compromised.

Mr. Chairperson, the following is the policies and measures that are called for by the energy caucus

Policies and Measures that are called for:

· Codes, standards and preferential financing to ensure energy efficient housing 

· Energy efficiency codes and standards for buildings in government and commercial sectors

· Energy efficient labeling and standards for appliances.

· Energy efficiency performance standards for industrial and commercial equipment.

Targets

· 20% electricity from renewable energy sources by 2020.

· A target for solar water heating (SWH) E.g. half a square meter per person SWH within 10 years, one per person within 20 years.

· Support developing a target for bio-fuel production.

With me, Mr. Chairperson, ladies and gentlemen are my colleagues from various member organizations of the energy caucus that I wish to introduce to this committee, with them carrying a message that is utmost importance for the better life for all South Africans:

Please allow me to do so, ladies and gentlemen:

1. Leila Mohamed –  Sustainable Energy Africa

2. Nkosana Rakitla – Sustainable Energy and Climate Change Project, an Earthlife Africa Johannesburg

3. Richard Worthington – Sustainable Energy and Climate Change Project, an Earthlife Africa JHB project 

4. Derick Elbrecht – National Union of Mines Workers 

5. Fikiswa Mahote – Development Action Group 

6. Annie Sugrue – Eco City

Mr. Chairperson and honorable members as you would know that, the South African energy debate has reached a new stage. Nuclear energy seems to be one of the most critical subjects on the agenda – we therefore would like to humbly request this committee to consider affording Earthlife Africa an opportunity to present on nuclear energy in front of this committee.

I thank you.

� Needs further definition or integration with (3)


� Involves quantifying and comparing total energy inputs and outputs


� Cost of electricity increases as use per customer increases





