Principles of the Energy Caucus

As amended at Energy Caucus meeting 24 & 25 February 2004

Defining Principles

1. Call for a just transition to sustainable energy (includes no net job loss, affordability, accessibility and minimisation of pollution). 

2. Access to basic energy services is recognised as a human right.

3. Call for free energy services for basic needs, allocated per person, recognising survival strategies. 

4. Call for an energy services needs approach to energy policy
.

5. A holistic approach to energy, supporting and exploring alternatives rather than over-emphasis on electricity.

6. Reject privatisation of state assets in the energy sector.

7. Fair and equitable access to the transmission and distribution network, with 2-way metering 

8. Promote putting a value to natural resources that reflects their true value to society.

9. Internalisation of the externalised costs of energy production.

10. Full cost accounting in the energy sector, including full lifecycle analysis with comprehensive assessment of the energy balance
 in energy planning and project assessments.

11. We call for policies and measures to improve energy efficiency.

12. Promote local content, ownership and participation in energy developments. 

13. Reject large dams, based on World Commission on Dams (WCD) definition of large dams, and call for implementation of the guidelines of the WCD.

14. Reject waste incineration.

15. Opposed to nuclear power.

16. Ensuring communities have a voice in provision of household energy and all energy policies.

17. Call for a stepped block tariff
.

18. Support integrated public transport.

19. Support investigation of biomass-based additives as a replacement for heavy metal additives. 

20. Call for the implementation of the polluter pays principle.

21. Call for application of cradle to grave responsibility and liability.

22. Call for corporate accountability and transparency.

23. Opposed to outsourcing of labour (in dirty industry).

24. National Key Points Act should not be used to block access to information.

25. Emissions and impact data must not be withheld as proprietary information.

26. Opposed to gagging orders and/or suppression of testimony of workers or local communities.

27. Worker health and safety should never be compromised.

28. Call for rationalisation of tariffs to promote equity.

29. Call fro phasing out of coal and oil within a just transition to sustainable energy, without losing jobs or generating negative social impacts.

30. Oppose geological disposal/ repository of radioactive waste and support above ground monitored storage.

31. Call for decentralised energy provision, including producing energy as close as possible to demand.  

32. We call for and will work to empower and promote women’s voices and participation in energy decision-making and provision. 

33. Recognise indigenous knowledge and energy service options that may not be fashionable and call for greater support of off-grid non electrical options (OGNEOs).  

Targets

· 20% electricity form renewable energy sources by 2020.

· A target for solar water heating (SWH) E.g. half a square meter per person SWH within 10 years, one per person within 20 years.

· Support developing a target for bio-fuel production.

Commitments

· Work on a local level to develop energy policies that support the poor and indigent, based on real evidence of the impact of current energy policies.

Secondary Principles

· Support the subsidisation of renewable energy within a just transition by shifting current subsidies (part of full cost accounting).

· Support equitable access to distribution and transmission networks.

· Support the phasing out dirty fuels (timeline to be developed).

Policies and Measures that are called for:

· Air pollution taxes/charges (on particulates, NOx, Sox, volatile organic compounds and greenhouse gasses), with an exemption for households.

· Codes, standards and preferential financing to ensure energy efficient housing 

· Energy efficiency codes and standards for buildings in government and commercial sectors

· Energy efficient labelling and standards for appliances.

· Energy efficiency performance standards for industrial and commercial equipment.

· Preferential financing (e.g. soft loans) to support solar water heating (SWH). 

· Include analysis of options for providing energy services in LIDPs (Local integrated development plans).

· Call for multiple occupancy vehicle lanes (MOVL) on highways.

· Call for vehicle fuel efficiency standards, starting with government and commercial fleets.

· Call for equity impact assessments to measure empowerment of local communities.

To be discussed

· Regulation (5.3)

· A general target for energy 

· Landfill gas

· Gas debate – role as transitional energy source

· Call for most appropriate technology standards or guidelines

· Need to develop principles on gender

· Need to call for alternative measures of development (investigate GDP vs. job creation)

· A principle calling for integrated energy planning and integrated resource planning.

� Needs further definition or integration with (3)


� Involved quantifying and comparing total energy inputs and outputs


� Cost of electricity increases as use per customer increases
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